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New Year Letter

Thank you for your patience and understanding during the pandemic.
American Trust & Savings Bank has worked diligently to keep our
customers and employees safe and secure. We made changes to our
lobby with the addition of glass partitions on the teller line in order
that we bring you our excellent customer experience in a safe,
sanitized, and comfortable environment.
American Trust has proudly supported surrounding communities since
1913. We continue to lend to businesses, farmers, and individuals,
which is an important part of keeping our communities strong.
If you haven’t already tried it, be sure to experience around-the-clock
bank access with Online Banking and Bill Pay in the New Year. Need
help with setup? Stop by the bank and we’ll be glad to assist.
If you know someone who is not an American Trust customer, tell
them to stop by and experience what makes us a little extraordinary.
We think that's what people deserve from their bank.
We sincerely appreciate your business and wish you a happy and
healthy New Year!

On July 18, 1902 the very first copies
of The Lowden News rolled off the
press. This first issue was the
beginning of a local business which
was able to survive the depression
years and prosper during the post war
years.
Advertisers included five dry goods
stores, a meat market, hardware and
furniture store, blacksmith, creamery,
lumber yard, druggist, and the Lowden
Savings Bank, to name a few. Another
advertiser was Germania Hall, the
local opera house that promoted a
seating capacity of 1,000 persons.
The Germania Hall was advertised in
1880 as the finest hall in the state,
fully equipped with staging, scenery
and velvet curtains. Many dances,
traveling medicine shows, and
masquerades were held there. The
lower part housed a saloon and
restaurant. In 1916 the name was
changed to Liberty Hall.(1)
(1) “Early History of Lowden,” compiled by the Lowden Historical Society.

Getting Started in Farming: On the Home Farm
Family-operated farms continue to account for most US agricultural production. Taking over the family farm
business has long been a beautiful part of the American dream for some farm youth. Similarly, many parents
look forward to their farm business being continued in the hands of the children for generations to come.
However, those dreams and desires can be shattered quickly if the realities of personal and farm business relationships are
not understood by all parties.
The decision to make a living from farming requires much thought. Concrete steps must be taken to give the arrangement
the best possible chance for success. A commercial farm business involves considerable quantities of land and capital.
Gaining access to these resources can be a major challenge or roadblock for a beginning farmer. Not only is it essential to
have physical resources, but one must have the managerial ability to combine those resources into an efficient and
profitable farm business.
For a guide on how to address the question of how to get started and established in farming, visit the Iowa State University
Extension and Outreach web site at: https://www.extension.iastate.edu/agdm/wholefarm/pdf/c4-08.pdf
We’re here for all your ag needs! Stop in and talk to Rich Crump or Kent Stout.

Guess the
photo and
you could
win!
Can you guess where in Lowden this photo was taken? If so,
submit your entry, including your name, address, phone and
email address. Drop it by or send it to the bank at:
309 McKinley Avenue
PO Box 129
Lowden, IA 52255.
Correct entries will be entered in a drawing for four (4) $25 gift
certificates to local merchants. Entries must be received by
February 26, 2021.
This is a quarterly contest, so watch our next newsletter for
a new photo!

We have winners!
Debra Axline, Warren Chapman, Brenda
Esbaum, and Judy Norton correctly guessed
that the photo from our Fall newsletter was
taken at Joyce Petersen’s place, 104 5th Street Place in
Lowden. They will each receive a $25 gift certificate for
Lowden merchants.
Employees, directors and their immediate families are not eligible.

Monitor your debit card
with Brella
With the free SHAZAM Brella app, you can access
balance information anytime, anywhere via your
smartphone, tablet, or the Internet. As a Brella user, you
can add travel notices and you are able to pause your
debit card with the transaction control feature.
Brella is a free mobile app that helps protect you from
fraud by sending alerts when your card is used so you
can quickly detect unauthorized activity. You choose
which alerts to receive and when. Alerts include:
l Purchases exceeding thresholds you set.
l Purchases made via the internet or over the phone.
l Suspicious or high-risk purchases.
With Brella, you can
also:
l Check your
account balance
without logging
in with the
Quick Balance
feature.
l Turn your debit card off or on. This is great if you
misplace your card!
l Find nearby ATMs.
l Submit travel notices.
l Log in with just your fingerprint.
To download a free Brella app, simply search for
“Brella – Card Manager” in the Apple App Store or
Google Play.

Prize Scams

delivery of the prize. Don’t do it. Wiring money
is like sending cash: once it’s gone, you can’t get
it back. The same goes for sending a check or
money order by overnight delivery, or putting
money on a prepaid debit card.

You’ve just won $5,000! Or $5 million.
Or maybe it’s a fabulous diamond ring,
or luxury vacation? More likely, it’s a
prize scam, and you’ll find the prize
isn’t worth much — if you get a prize at
all. Here’s one way to think about it: if
you have to pay, it’s not a prize.

About Contests and Prizes
Before you drop in a quick entry or follow instructions to
claim a prize, here are a few things to know:
n Legitimate sweepstakes are free and by chance. It’s
illegal to ask you to pay or buy something to enter or
increase your odds of winning.
n Prize promoters might sell your information to
advertisers.
n Prize promoters have to tell you certain things.
Telemarketers are legally required to tell you the odds of
winning, the nature or value of the prizes, that entering is
free, and the terms and conditions to redeem a prize.

Signs of a Prize Scam
Plenty of contests are run by reputable marketers and nonprofits. But every day, people lose thousands of dollars to
prize scams. Here are some signs you’re dealing with a scam:
n You have to pay. Legitimate sweepstakes don’t make you
pay any kind of fee and don’t ask for your checking
account number or credit card number for a sweepstakes
promotion.
n You have to wire money. You may be told to wire money
to an agent of “Lloyd’s of London” or another well-known
company — often in a foreign country — to “insure”

n You have to deposit a check they’ve sent to
you. When you do, they’ll ask you to wire a
portion of the money back. The check will turn
out to be a fake, and you will owe the bank any
money you withdrew.
n You’re told they’re from the government — or another
organization with a name that sounds official. Always
look for signs of a scam, but if you’re still unsure, contact
the real companies to find out the truth.
n Your “notice” was mailed by bulk rate.
n You have to attend a sales meeting to win.
n You get a call out of the blue, even though you’re on the
Do Not Call Registry.

Foreign Lotteries
Sometimes a letter you get will say you’ve won a foreign
lottery or sweepstakes. Typically, the letter will include a
check. This is a fake check scam. Plus, it’s illegal to play a
foreign lottery.

Text Message Prize Offers
You get a text message that says you've won a gift card or
other free prize. When you go to the website and enter your
personal information, you’ll also be asked to sign up for “trial
offers” — offers that leave you with recurring monthly
charges. Worse, the spammer could sell your information to
identity thieves.
Source: Federal Trade Commission. https://www.consumer.ftc.gov/articles/0199-prize-scams

New tools to fight gift card scams
Even though the holiday season has
passed, gift cards are on scammers’
wish lists year-round. Scammers
always have a reason for you to pay
them immediately with a gift card. And
they often tell you which card to buy
and which store to visit. That’s why
the FTC is launching a new Stop Gift
Card Scams campaign to fight these
scams.
At Stop Gift Card Scams
(http://www.ftc.gov/stopgiftcardscams),
you can find materials to help people
avoid gift card scams. If you’re a
retailer (or even if you visit one), you

can download, print, and share these
materials in your store and community.
You’ll find a display rack sign, cashier
infographic card, bookmark, and a
sticker.
The FTC’s data show that gift cards are
a top way that people report paying
most scammers. People tell the FTC
that, since 2018, they’ve paid almost
$245 million to scammers, with a
median loss of $840. Here are some
interesting new developments:

eBay has claimed the uncoveted top
spot.
l People most often report using gift
cards to pay scammers pretending to
be the government, a business, tech
support, or a friend or family
member in trouble.
l People report that scammers tell
them to buy gift cards at Walmart,
Target, CVS, and Walgreens. And
once they have you there, they’ll keep
you on the phone as you pay for the
gift cards.

l Reports suggest eBay is scammers’
current gift card brand of choice.
If anyone, no matter who it is, tells you to
It was Google Play and iTunes, but
pay with a gift card, that’s a scam.

Bank Holidays
The bank will be closed on Monday, January 18 for Martin Luther King Day;
Monday, February 15 for Presidents’ Day; and will close at 3 pm on Good Friday, April 2, 2021.

Online Banking and Bill Pay is Convenient
As customers have stayed close to home since last March, many have experienced the
convenience of Online Banking and Bill Pay. Online Banking provides customers the
convenience of accessing account information 24 hours a day, 7 days a week over the
Internet. Safe and secure, customers access accounts through a login and password.
Adding the Bill Pay feature makes bill payment easy and less time consuming.

Ready to get started? Simply visit
www.atsb-lowden.com and click on
“Enroll” in the upper right-hand
corner.

Online Banking is
handy:
• Check balances
and transaction
history
• Transfer money
• Set alerts
• Generate an account
statement

Once you’ve enrolled in Online
Banking, Bill Pay sign-up is easy.
1. Log into your Online Banking
account at www.atsb-lowden.com
2. Click on the “Bills and
Payments” tab, then click on
“CLICK HERE to request bill
pay services.”
3. Follow the instructions for
adding Bill Pay to your
account(s).

With Bill Pay you can:
• Pay bills anytime, from your
PC or other Internet-enabled
device
• Pay anyone you can write a
check to
• Specify the payment date of
your choice
• Eliminate checks and stamps, which
saves money

The Class of 2033

LOWDEN – Ms. Reuscher

This Fall the bank donated 51 t-shirts to the
Kindergarten classes in Lowden and
Mechanicsville. The Class of 2033 is pictured
here in their new American Trust t-shirts.
We look forward to watching their progress in
the years ahead!
MECHANICSVILLE – Mrs. Green

LOWDEN – Mrs. Peterson
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