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Online Banking and Bill Pay

Guess the photo
and you could win!

“I didn’t know
transferring funds
and paying bills
could be so easy!

Online Banking provides customers the
convenience of accessing account
information 24 hours a day,
7 days a week over the Internet. Safe
and secure, customers access accounts
through a login and password.
You are now able to enjoy enhanced
Online Banking features and Bill Pay.
● Account balances
● Transfer funds
● Current transaction listing
● Generate an account statement
● And much more!
The Bill Pay feature can be added to
your Online Banking account. With Bill
Pay you can:
● Pay bills anytime, from any
computer.
● Pay anyone you can write a check
to.
● Specify the payment date of your
choice.

”

Schedule monthly bills to pay
automatically, like your mortgage,
utility bill, car payment and more. •
Eliminate checks and stamps, which
saves money.
Bill Pay sign-up is easy.
● Log into your Online Banking
account at www.atsb-lowden.com
● Click on the “Bills and
Payments” tab, then click on
“CLICK HERE to request bill
pay services.”
● Follow the instructions for adding
Bill Pay to your account(s).
With Bill Pay you also receive tollfree customer phone support and stateof-the-art encryption and firewall
protection to ensure security.
Looking for some extra help? Stop by
the bank and we’ll help you with
setup.

Can you guess where in Lowden this
photo was taken? If so, submit your
entry, including your name, address,
phone and email address. Drop it by
or send it to the bank at:
309 McKinley Avenue
PO Box 129
Lowden, IA 52255.
Correct entries will be entered in a
drawing for four (4) $25 gift certificates
to local merchants. Entries must be
received by November 29, 2019.
This is a quarterly contest, so watch
our next newsletter for a new photo!
Employees, directors and their immediate families are not
eligible.

We have winners!
Joy Combs, Beryl
Esbaum, Rosie
Steinke, and Jan
Strackbein
correctly guessed
that the photo from our Summer
newsletter was taken at Betty Yeager’s
barn located at 705 McKinley,
Lowden. They will each receive a $25
gift certificate for Lowden merchants.

Elderly Scams

Fake calls about
your SSN

Be organized, proactive, and aware to
protect yourself, family and friends
from financial abuse
It’s easier than ever to handle our finances
without setting foot inside a bank with so
many advances in technology, but these
changes have also made fraud and
financial abuse a prevalent problem for
older adults. Most elder financial abuse
involves scams, forgery, identity theft, or
undue pressure to give someone access to
property or funds by simply providing
information over the phone. Older adults
are often targeted for such exploitation
because they may be perceived as trusting,
they may be cognitively impaired, they
may have more funds available after a
lifetime of saving, and potentially less
exposure to technological advances.
Tips for Protecting Finances
Seniors can protect themselves from
financial abuse by making sure financial
records are organized and being aware of
how much money is in all accounts. You
can also protect your assets by talking to
someone at your bank, an attorney, or a
financial advisor to discuss options for
managing your money and property in the
event you become incapacitated. Other
activities to help protect yourself include:
❙ Carefully choosing a trustworthy person
to share your financial planning matters
with so they can assist you with
tracking your finances if you are unable
to do so yourself.
❙ Locking up your checkbook, account
statements, and other sensitive
information.
❙ Ordering copies of your credit report to
review for suspicious activity. (You are
entitled to a free copy of your credit
report from each of the three major
credit bureaus once every twelve
months. To order your free annual
reports, go to AnnualCreditReport.com
or call toll- free 1-877-322-8228.)
❙ Never providing personal information,
including your Social Security number,
account numbers, or other financial
information to anyone over the phone
unless you initiated the call.

❙ Asking for details in writing and
getting a second opinion from a
financial advisor or attorney before
signing any document you don’t
understand.
❙ Paying with checks and credit cards
instead of cash to have records of
transactions.
Tips for Family and Friends
Family and friends can also help by
being aware of the many ways in which
an older person may be financially
exploited. There are many scams and
frauds that attempt to get bank account
information or Social Security numbers
from the elderly to steal their identity or
money. Be on the lookout for signs of
possible financial abuse, including:
❙ Unexplained account withdrawals.
❙ Another individual unexpectedly
making financial decisions on the
older person’s behalf.
❙ Disappearance of funds or valuable
possessions.
❙ Unanticipated transfer of assets to
another individual.
❙ Sudden changes to a will or other
important financial documents.
❙ Suspicious signatures on checks.
If you suspect elder financial abuse, talk
to the victim to determine what is
happening and who is involved. For
instance, you’ll want to know whether a
new person in their life is helping them
manage their money or a relative is
using their credit card without
permission. If financial abuse seems
likely, you may want to contact your
state’s adult protective services and the
local police for assistance.

The FTC is getting reports about people
pretending to be from the Social Security
Administration (SSA) who are trying to
get your Social Security number and even
your money. In one version of the scam,
the caller says your Social Security
number has been linked to a crime (often,
he says it happened in Texas) involving
drugs or sending money out of the country
illegally. He then says your Social is
blocked – but he might ask you for a fee
to reactivate it, or to get a new number.
And he will ask you to confirm your
Social Security number.
In other variations, he says that somebody
used your Social Security number to apply
for credit cards, and you could lose your
benefits. Or he might warn you that your
bank account is about to be seized, that
you need to withdraw your money, and
that he’ll tell you how to keep it safe.
But all of these are scams. Here’s what
you need to know:
❙ The SSA will never (ever) call and ask
for your Social Security number. It
won’t ask you to pay anything. And it
won’t call to threaten your benefits.
❙ Your caller ID might show the SSA’s
real phone number (1-800-772-1213),
but that’s not the real SSA calling.
Computers make it easy to show any
number on caller ID. You can’t trust
what you see there.
❙ Never give your Social Security number
to anyone who contacts you. Don’t
confirm the last 4 digits. And don’t give
a bank account or credit card number –
ever – to anybody who contacts you
asking for it.
❙ Remember that anyone who tells you to
wire money, pay with a gift card, or
send cash is a scammer. Always. No
matter who they say they are.
If you’re worried about a call from
someone who claims to be from the Social
Security Administration, get off the phone.
Then call the real SSA at 1-800-772-1213
(TTY 1-800-325-0778).

2018 Iowa Farm Costs and Returns
The farm record data utilized in this report were obtained from the Iowa Farm Business
Association. The average of all farms in each table represents a weighted average of the values for
each size group listed. Weighting factors are based on the number of farms in each size group in the
state, as computed from the most recent Census of Agriculture.
All records were kept on the accrual, or inventory, basis. On rented farms, only operator income and
expenses were recorded. Data for ending assets and liabilities represent those of the operator only, and do
not include the value of rented land.
We’re here
for all you
r ag
needs! Sto
For complete details, visit the Iowa State University Extension and Outreach web site at:
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https://www.extension.iastate.edu/agdm/wholefarm/pdf/c1-10.pdf
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Stout.

A secure retirement: we’ll help you get there
Regardless of your age, an IRA at
American Trust is a safe and secure way to
save for retirement while reducing your tax
bill at the same time. If you’re changing
jobs or about to retire, rolling over your
retirement account to a secure investment is
also very important.
Individual retirement accounts, or IRAs, are
personal savings plans that offer tax
advantages as you save for retirement. The
amounts in these accounts generally are not taxed until you take a
distribution starting as early as age 59½ but not later than age
70½.
For 2019, you generally can contribute up to $6,000 to a
traditional IRA. This limit can be split between a traditional and a
Roth IRA but the combined limit is $6,000. If you are 50 years of
age or older before the end of 2019, the maximum contribution
that can be made to a traditional or Roth IRA is $7,000.
American Trust also offers SEP accounts. A SEP (simplified
employee pension) plan provides employers with a simplified
method to make contributions toward their employees’ retirement
and, if self-employed, their own retirement.
Saving too little. How much of your money should go to

retirement savings? The answer depends on
factors such as how many years until you
retire, how much you already have in
savings and pensions, what kinds of
expenses you foresee in retirement, and the
impact of inflation on your future buying
power. When in doubt, perhaps the simplest
approach is to try to put 10 to 20 percent of
your income each year into money toward
your retirement. Regular, automatic savings
programs also help make it “painless” to set money aside.
Starting too late. The sooner you begin saving, even with
relatively small amounts contributed year after year, the faster
you can develop a solid retirement fund. Through the magic of
compound interest, a
little bit of money saved
over a long period can
grow to be a lot of
money. Unfortunately,
too many people delay
saving for retirement
until they meet other
goals.

IRA SAVINGS

1.40% APY*

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is accurate as of September 16, 2019. Requires a minimum deposit of $100. Rates
may change after account opening

Clip and save

Bank Holidays
• Monday, October 14 in observance
of Columbus Day.
• Monday, November 11 in
observance of Veterans Day.
• Thursday, November 28 in
observance of Thanksgiving.
• On Friday, November 29, the lobby
and drive-up closes at 3 p.m.

Christmas and New Year’s
• Christmas Eve – Tuesday, Dec. 24
Lobby and drive-up closes at 12 noon
• Christmas Day – Wednesday, Dec. 25
No business will be transacted

• New Year’s Eve – Tuesday, Dec. 31
Lobby and drive-up closes at 12 noon
All 2019 business must be at the bank
by 12 noon when the bank will close for
the day.
New Year’s Day – Wednesday, Jan. 1
No business will be transacted

Best wishes for a joyous holiday season!

Mark Your Calendar
If you would like us to publish upcoming community
events, be sure to contact us at the bank. We’ll include
it in our quarterly newsletter.

Cookie Day at American Trust
Friday, November 8, 2019
during banking hours.
It’s our way of saying
“Thank you for your business!”

All-You-Can-Eat Fish Fry
Lowden American Legion
• Friday, October 4
• Friday, November 1 • Friday, February 7
• Friday, December 6
• Friday, March 6
• Friday, January 3
• Friday, April 3
Serving from 5:30 to 7:30 pm.
Only $14 for adults and $5.00 for
children 5 to 12.
Carry outs are available.

Firemen’s Waffle Breakfast
Sunday, October 20, 2019
Time: 7:00 am to 11:00 am

Trunk or Treat
PLEASE JOIN US FOR A

HOLIDAY
OPEN HOUSE
TRUST &
SAVINGS BANK

AT AMERICAN

Friday, December 6 and
Friday, December 13
during banking hours.
Stop in for your customer Christmas gift
and enjoy holiday refreshments.

It’s our way of saying
“Thanks for your business and Merry Christmas!”

Wednesday, October 31, 2019
Time: 5:30 to 6:30 PM
Lowden Memorial Park

3/30 Stag
Monday, November 18, 2019
Time: 5 PM
Location: 3/30 Country Club, Lowden
Open to the public.

Lowden Light Fest and Chili Supper
Saturday, December 7, 2019
• Chili Supper from 4:00 to 6:00 PM.
Santa will be on hand from 4:30 to
5:30, too!
• Library Cookie Sale
• Lighted Parade starts at 6:30 PM

www.atsb-lowden.com
309 McKinley Ave., Lowden, IA • (563) 941-5391

