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Online Banking and Bill Pay – 24/7

During the last several months you may have experienced the convenience of Online
Banking and Bill Pay. Online Banking provides customers the convenience of
accessing account information 24 hours a day, 7 days a week over the Internet. Safe
and secure, customers access accounts through a login and password. Adding the Bill
Pay feature makes bill payment easy and less time consuming.

Thank you for your patience
and understanding during this
COVID-19 crisis. American
Trust & Savings Bank has
worked diligently to keep our
customers and employees safe
and secure. We are happy to
tell you that we expect our
lobby to reopen in July. We are
in the process of making
structural changes to our lobby
and will continue to bring you
our excellent customer
experience in a safe, sanitized,
and comfortable environment.
Watch for more details as we
welcome you back!

Online Banking is convenient:
• Check balances and
transaction history
• Transfer money
• Set alerts
• Generate an account
statement

With Bill Pay you can:
• Pay bills anytime, from your PC or
other Internet-enabled device
• Pay anyone you can write a check to
• Specify the payment date of your
choice
• Eliminate checks and stamps, which
saves money

Ready to get started? Simply visit www.atsb-lowden.com and click on “Enroll” in
the upper right-hand corner.
Once you’ve enrolled in Online Banking, Bill Pay
sign-up is easy.
1. Log into your Online Banking account at
www.atsb-lowden.com
2. Click on the “Bills and Payments” tab, then click
on “CLICK HERE to request bill pay services.”
3. Follow the instructions for adding Bill Pay to your account(s).

Guess the photo and you could win!
Can you guess where in
Lowden this photo was
taken? If so, submit your
entry, including your name,
address, phone and email
address. Drop it by
or send it to the bank at:
309 McKinley Avenue
PO Box 129
Lowden, IA 52255
Employees, directors and their immediate families are not eligible.

Correct entries will be
entered in a drawing for
four (4) $25 gift
certificates to local
merchants. Entries must
be received by
August 31, 2020.
This is be a quarterly
contest, so watch our
next newsletter for a
new photo!

We have
winners!
Chuck Breneman,
Marlene Fox, Steve
Gehrls, and Barry
Hoffmeier correctly
guessed that the photo from our
Spring newsletter was the Hawkeye
barn quilt at 504 Grant Avenue in
Lowden. They will each receive a $25
gift certificate for Lowden merchants.

Slight increases in cash rental rates in Iowa
The most recent annual survey of cash rental rates for Iowa farmland shows that rates increased, on
average, by 1.4% in 2020 to $222 per acre. This is the fourth year of relatively stable rates at levels around
18% lower than the historical peak reached in 2013 at $270 per acre (figure 1). In comparison, corn and
soybean prices received by farmers in Iowa declined by 49% and 45%, respectively, since mid-2013.
For the complete report, visit: https://www.extension.iastate.edu/agdm/articles/plastina/PlaMay20.html

"Best Time to Buy" Home Maintenance Guide
Mark your calendars during these seasons to help you save on
energy efficient upgrades and items to help spruce up your home's
curb appeal.

WINTER
n Windows: Peak season for window companies is during
warmer months. In the winter, you may find companies are
more likely to lower their prices because of the lull in
business. Additionally, it will be easier to schedule a
contractor because you will have more flexibility with your
installation dates.

SPRING
n HVAC systems: Did you know 42% of your energy bill
comes from heating and cooling? If you're considering
upgrading or replacing your current system for something
greener, spring is a great time to buy. During the peak of
winter and summer, the prices of these systems surge, and
contractors are in high demand to maintain and install units.

SUMMER
n Tools: Looking to spend your long summer working on some
DIY home improvement projects? June brings Father's Day,
when retailers traditionally put hammers, power drills and
other tools on sale. But you can also find great clearance sales
at summer's end.
n Paint: The costs of paint can add up quickly, and if you are
looking to score a deal make your purchase during the
summer season. Plan for sales during the three big summer
holidays; Memorial Day, 4th of July and Labor Day. Even if
your project is a few months down the road, paint can last for
years when stored properly.

If you are looking to save money by installing
green appliances, look out for holiday sales the
rest of the year. You'll see prices hitting their
lowest points of the year on July 4th, Labor Day
and eventually Black Friday, according to
Consumer Reports.

FALL
n Home Organizers: As the school year begins to
ramp up, you might find great deals on storage
containers at home suppliers and furniture
retailers, where sales run into fall. Even if you
don't have any students in your household you
can take advantage of discounts on shelving,
organizers and office supplies.
n Outdoor Products: Need mulch, pots, plants or
items for your yard? Now's the time to stock up
for next spring, when retailers up their discounts
throughout September. Also consider fall a great
time to look at purchasing new seasonal outdoor
equipment including lawn mowers, grills and
backyard furniture. Maintaining your yard is an
essential part of your home's curb appeal and can
help add to your home's value.
When it comes to
home improvement,
there are a lot of
ways to maximize
your savings! Get out
your calendar and
plan your next
project today.

n Kitchen Appliances: With new high-tech and energy
efficient refrigerators, stoves and dishwashers hitting the
market each spring, you will see prices hit their peak in May.
Source: http://www.freddiemac.com/blog/homeownership/20200312_home_maintenance_guide.page?

SHAZAM Bolt$ has been renamed Brella
The SHAZAM Bolt$ app has been renamed Brella. If you
were a SHAZAM Bolt$ user, you should have received an
email making you aware of any action you must take.
Depending on your type of cell phone, the update takes place
as follows:
• iOS® – Brella will be released as an automatic update to all
BOLT$ users.
• Android – Users need to download Brella as a new app. To
do so, visit the Google Play Store, search “Brella Card
Manager” and download the new Brella app to your device.
Once you have Brella, the transition should be seamless,
meaning all BOLT$ usernames, passwords, registered cards
and app functions will continue to work in Brella as they do
today.
A Quick Guide may be found at https://atsblowden.com/services.php
Brella is a free mobile app that helps protect you from fraud
by sending alerts when your card is used so you can quickly
detect unauthorized activity. You choose which alerts to

receive and
when. Alerts
include:
• Purchases
exceeding
thresholds
you set.
• Purchases made via the internet or over the phone.
• Suspicious or high-risk purchases.
With Brella, you can also:
• Check your account balance without logging in with the
Quick Balance feature.
• Turn your debit card off or on. This is great if you misplace
your card!
• Find nearby ATMs.
• Submit travel notices.
• Log in with just your fingerprint.
We hope you take advantage of this powerful tool. If you have
any questions, please give us a call at (563) 941-5391.

Fake offers for secret shopper jobs
Did you get an offer to be a secret
shopper for a well-known company?
It might come as text, email, or letter
inviting you to work on a research
project starting soon in your area.
Several people who got offers to be
secret shoppers for grocery stores,
like Whole Foods, thought they were
scams, and wrote to the FTC to warn
others. They were right – the offers
are scams – and now we’re extending
the warning.

Buy gift cards with most of the
money
Keep about $450 as their pay
Scratch the coating off the gift cards
to show the PIN codes
Send pictures of the cards’ front and
back (with the codes) to the recruiter

If anyone ever tells you to deposit a
check, withdraw money, and send it to
someone, that’s a scam. When the check
later turns out to be fake, the bank will
want the money back. And if anyone
People spotted signs of a fake check
tells you to buy gift cards and share the
scam in the bogus Whole Foods
PIN numbers, that’s a scam, too. Once
secret shopper offer (which was from
the scammer has the PIN, they also have
a scammer, not really Whole Foods).
all the money from the cards.
That’s when someone sends you a
check and convinces you to deposit
So, if you get an offer like this, don’t
it and quickly send them money. In
respond. Tell the FTC at
this scam, the recruiter would send
ftc.gov/complaint. If you’ve already
shoppers a check for more than
cashed a fake check and sent money to a
$2,000 and they would:
scammer, find out how to report it to gift
Cash or deposit the check
card, wire transfer and money order
immediately
businesses.
https://www.consumer.ftc.gov/blog/2020/03/fake-offers-secret-shopper-jobs

Did You
Know

?

According to A Topical History of
Cedar County, Iowa, published
by The S.J. Clarke Publishing
Company in 1910, Professor
George H. Kellogg was chosen
Cedar County Superintendent of
Schools in November, 1903. He
was instrumental in securing the
erection of sixteen rural schools
as well as several new high
school buildings. The cost of the
Lowden high school was
$15,000. He strongly advocated
the employment of more efficient
teachers at better salaries and
during his administration salaries
increased about twenty per cent.

Mark Your
Calendar

North Cedar Education
Foundation Golf Outing
Saturday, August 29, 2020

If you would like us to publish upcoming
community events, be sure to contact us at
the bank. We’ll include it in our quarterly
newsletter.

Time: 10:00 AM tee off
Location: 3/30 Country Club, Lowden, IA
Register: Contact any of the following:
• Chad Mostaert at mostaert@netins.net
• Renee Edler at rirec@netins.net
• Jamie Nabb at jknabb@fbcom.net

Lions Club
Sweet Corn Supper

North Cedar Schools

Sunday, July 26, 2020
Enjoy best-of-the-season
sweet corn and pork chops
from 4:30 to 6:30 pm at
Lowden Memorial Park.
$7 in advance or
$8 at the door.

For the latest information on
North Cedar Schools,
including important dates,
upcoming events, and other
important news, visit
www.north-cedar.org/

The bank will be closed on these dates:
Monday, September 7 – Labor Day
Monday, October 12 – Columbus Day

College Students: We’ll go

places with you.

For college students off to school this fall, be sure to take American Trust with you. With a
Regular checking account, you can enjoy the convenience of a Visa debit card, Online
Banking, and Bill Pay. Your local hometown bank is just a phone call away if you ever have a
question or concern.

www.atsb-lowden.com
309 McKinley Ave., Lowden, IA • (563) 941-5391

