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Your guide to protecting your privacy online
The things we do throughout the course of our day give
businesses access to information about our habits, tastes, and
activities. Some might use it to deliver targeted ads to you, or
to give you content based on your location, like stores nearby
or the weather forecast. Others might sell or share that
information.

How To Secure Your Devices
Find out how to secure your internet-connected devices,
starting with your router — it’s the key to privacy at home
and in your small business. Plus:
l How to know when your voice assistant is listening and
ways to protect your privacy

Whether you use a computer, tablet, or mobile phone to go
online, there are things you can do to protect your privacy.
Check out ftc.gov/yourprivacy, your guide to protecting your
privacy online. Here’s what it covers:

l Important security features for smartwatches

Online Tracking
Learn how online tracking works and what you can do about
it. Plus:

l What to do if you’re selling a home and leaving behind
a smart thermostat, refrigerator, or other device

l How to change your privacy settings on your browser,
your internet-connected TV, and your phone
l How to opt out of target ads
l What to know about ad blockers
l How to opt out of data
broker sites that sell
your personal
information
l What to know about
privacy and mobile
apps

l Using internet-connected (IP) cameras safely
l Why it’s important to remove your personal data before
you sell your car

What To Know About Online Abuse and Harassment
Did you know some apps let people track you through your
phone without your permission? Learn about stalking apps,
how to tell if there is one on your phone, and what to do if
there is.
If someone took or shared an intimate image of you without
your consent, that’s considered non-consensual pornography.
And that’s not OK. If that’s happened to you or someone you
know, learn what steps you can take.
Mithal, Maneesha. “Your guide to protecting your privacy online.” Accessed June 28, 2021.
https://www.consumer.ftc.gov/blog/2021/06/your-guide-protecting-your-privacy-online

Guess the photo and you could win!
Can you guess where in
Lowden this photo was
taken? If so, submit your
entry, including your name,
address, phone and email
address. Drop it by
or send it to the bank at:
309 McKinley Avenue
PO Box 129
Lowden, IA 52255
Employees, directors and their immediate families are not eligible.

Correct entries will be
entered in a drawing for
four (4) $25 gift
certificates to local
merchants. Entries must
be received by
August 27, 2021.
This is be a quarterly
contest, so watch our
next newsletter for a
new photo!

We have
winners!
Deb Bartels, Jaynice
Hamdorf, Barb Ihns,
and Bill Ihns
correctly guessed
that the photo in our Spring newsletter
was taken at the Benischek residence,
808 Jefferson Avenue in Lowden.
They will each receive a $25 gift
certificate for Lowden merchants.

Strong increases in cash rental rates in Iowa
The most recent annual survey of cash rental rates for Iowa farmland shows that rates increased, on
average, by 4.5% in 2021 to $232 per acre. This is the first substantial increase in cash rents since
2013, when rents peaked and four years of declining rents and three years of relatively stable rents
followed. In comparison, nominal corn and soybean prices received by farmers in Iowa declined by 31%
and 14%, respectively, since mid-2013.
For the complete report, visit: https://www.extension.iastate.edu/agdm/newsletters/nl2021/jun21.pdf

Online
Banking
and Bill Pay
is Safe and
Easy
Many of our customers have found Online Banking and Bill Pay to be a
wonderful convenience. Online Banking provides customers the convenience
of accessing account information 24 hours a day, 7 days a week over the
Internet. Simply access accounts through a login and password. Adding the
Bill Pay feature makes bill payment easy and less time consuming.
With Bill Pay you can:
Online Banking is convenient:
• Pay bills anytime, from your PC or other
• Check balances and
Internet-enabled device
transaction history
• Pay anyone you can write a check to
• Transfer money
• Specify the payment date of your choice
• Set alerts
• Eliminate checks and stamps, which
• Generate an account statement
saves money
Ready to get started? Simply visit www.atsb-lowden.com and click on “Enroll”
in the upper right-hand corner.
Once you’ve enrolled in Online Banking, Bill Pay sign-up is easy.
1. Log into your Online Banking account at www.atsb-lowden.com
2. Click on the “Bills and Payments” tab, then click on “CLICK HERE to
request bill pay services.”
3. Follow the instructions for adding Bill Pay to your account(s).

Did You
Know

?

“The Story of The Lowden
News” was presented to the
Lowden Historical Society
July 30, 1975, by Dick and
Dorothy Sennett, former
owners and publishers of the
Lowden newspaper.
Until 1972, The Lowden
News office was located on
the north side of American
Trust & Savings Bank in the
former Horstmann Harness
Shop building. The building
had been purchased by S. E.
Sennett in 1938 and was
razed in 1975 to make room
for the bank’s new drivethrough.

How to Find a Long Lost
Bank Account or
Safe Deposit Box
Escheatment: Where Unclaimed Assets Go
You think you have some money at a bank, but you can’t quite
remember where it is. Or maybe you’ve just come across an
unfamiliar bank statement or receipt from a safe deposit box.
You may be wondering, how can I locate and retrieve money
from my long lost account? To learn how, you need to know
something about escheatment. Escheatment is the transfer of
unclaimed funds or property to a state government.
It might seem impossible to misplace money or forget about a
safe deposit box, but it happens to many of us. For instance,
you may have opened an account designed for medium- to
long-term saving, like certificates of deposit (or CDs), and
then forgotten about it. A common reason someone may be
searching for a lost account is because they are the executor of
a deceased person’s estate or the caretaker for an ill relative or
friend, and have come across a bank statement, certificate of
deposit, or statement related to a safe deposit box in their loved
one’s name.
Where do I start my search?
You can start by reaching out to the institution and asking
whether they have an account in your name or in the name of
the person who owns or owned the account. If you are looking
for someone else’s account, the bank will probably ask you for
documentation to prove that you have the right to access the
information, like a power of attorney or death certificate and
court appointment as executor of the deceased’s estate.
The bank may be able to tell you what happened to the
account or safe deposit box. It may still be at the bank, or
maybe the owner closed it years ago. Or the bank may have
determined that the account or safe deposit box was
abandoned, so they transferred the contents to the state. This
process is called escheatment, and every state has laws
requiring financial institutions to turn over abandoned property
after a certain amount of time, usually between three to five
years. If the account was closed a long time ago, the bank may
no longer have any record of it.
What if the bank has failed?
If the bank recently failed, the FDIC or the bank that assumed
the failed bank’s business may have the account or safe
deposit box contents. After a period of time, the FDIC or the
bank must transfer unclaimed property to the state. Federal
law requires unclaimed deposit accounts to be transferred to
the state after 18 months, and state laws differ on the period of

time after which contents of safe deposit boxes must be
transferred.
For information from the FDIC about failed banks and
unclaimed property, start at
https://closedbanks.fdic.gov/funds/
What if details about the account are lost?
You checked with the bank, and they have no record of the
account. You remember opening an account several years ago,
but can’t quite remember the name of the bank and you don’t
have your old bank statements anymore. Now what can you do?
In this case, you may need to check with the state. You can
search online in Iowa at
https://www.greatiowatreasurehunt.gov/
If you find your missing property, you can file a claim with the
state, but don’t be surprised if they ask you to prove your
identity in order to claim it. If you are the heir entitled to the
property, you may need to prove that too. Sometimes assets
transferred to a state unclaimed property office may have
already been sold because there was no space left to store them.
In most cases, the original owner or heirs still have the right to
claim the proceeds from that sale.
Keep Accounts From Getting Lost
Keeping good records of your accounts can help prevent you
from losing an account in the first place, and can help you or a
loved one avoid having to go through a long and potentially
fruitless search for lost assets. It’s a good idea to update your
records about every year, including information about accounts
that you have closed or moved to another institution. Destroy
documentation for accounts you have closed as soon as you no
longer need them.
Finally, it is also important to make sure your bank knows how
to contact you. Any time you change addresses, make sure your
bank has your current address on file. Many banks now have an
online system where you can update your address. You may
need to write to your bank to ensure the change is made.
So, if you find an old bank statement for an account you are not
familiar with, don’t worry. The account may have already been
closed years ago, but if it wasn’t, you may still find your lost
account at the bank, with the FDIC, or with the state.
Beware of Fraud
If you would like someone to guide you through the claims
process, there are companies that can help for a fee. However,
you do not need anyone’s help to search the state for your
unclaimed property, and you do not need a service to help you
make a claim; anyone who tells you otherwise may be trying to
take advantage of you. Be cautious of anyone who demands
money up-front or charges fees for a service you can do
yourself.
Source: FDIC Consumer News

North Cedar Education
Foundation Golf Outing

Mark Your
Calendar

Saturday, August 21, 2021

If you would like us to publish upcoming
community events, be sure to contact us at
the bank. We’ll include it in our quarterly
newsletter.

Lions Club
Sweet Corn Supper

Time: 10:00 AM tee off
Location: 3/30 Country Club,
Lowden, IA
Register: Contact any of the following:
• Chad Mostaert at mostaert@netins.net
• Renee Edler at rirec@netins.net
• Jamie Nabb at jknabb@fbcom.net

North Cedar Schools
For the latest information on North Cedar
Schools, including important dates,
upcoming events, and other important news,
visit www.north-cedar.org/

Sunday, July 18, 2021
Enjoy best-of-the-season sweet corn
and pork chops from 4:30
to 6:30 pm at Lowden
Memorial Park.
$7 in advance or
$8 at the door.

The bank will be closed on these dates:
Monday, September 6 – Labor Day
Monday, October 11 – Columbus Day

www.atsb-lowden.com
309 McKinley Ave., Lowden, IA • (563) 941-5391

